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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/29/2005 has been entered. 

This Office action responds to the applicant's amendment filed on 04/29/2005. In 
this amendment, applicant amended Claims 1-3, 5-14, 16-24, 26-34, and 36-42 and 
canceled Claims 4, 15, 25 and 35. Claims 1-3, 5-14, 16-24, 26-34, and 36-42 remain for 
examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/15/2005 was filed 
after the mailing date of the Final Office action on 01/27/2005. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 04/29/2005 with respect to the rejections based on 
Povillus, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, "Therefore, in order to show the feature of Claim 1 of designating a first 

concept as a nonnative concept that relates the single entity to other entities of the enterprise, the Office 
Action must also show that a "Definer" for an entity in POVILUS relates this entity to at least one other 
entity. POVILUS, however, does not disclose any such feature. As shown in the passage from POVILUS 

quoted above, neither a "Phrase" nor a "Definer" relates any entities. The "Phrases" and "Definers" are 
used in a glossary to facilitate an easier search of an electronic catalog. More specifically, a "Phrase" is 
used to make it easy to locate a "Definer" by using a search that utilizes words or word fragments. 
Similarly, a "Definer" which is a "Phrase" with exactly one definition, is used to give meaning to nodes in a 
concept structure and to provide a bridge of understanding between the provider of the products and the 
seeker of the products represented in the concept structure. Further, while a "Definer" is "Phrase" that 
has a definition and "a unique association to a node in the concept structure for a product realm" (see 
POVILUS, col. 8, lines 28-29), the "Definer" does not have any means to relate a node, such a particular 
product in the product realm, to another entity, such as another product or service provided by the 
enterprise. For these reasons, it is abundantly clear that a "Definer", as taught by POVILUS, is used only 

to define and describe a characteristic of a product. Thus, a "Definer" cannot possibly be equivalent to a 
normative concept as featured in Claim 1, and relating a "Definer" to one or more synonym "phrases" 
cannot possibly be equivalent to the feature of Claim 1 of designating a first concept of the plurality of 
corresponding concepts as normative concept that is used to relate the single entity to other entities of 
the enterprise." 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with this above argument. Povilus clearly 
teaches, "FIG. 13 shows the glossary portion of the KnowledgeBase. As described 
above, the glossary includes a plurality of Phrases 200, some of which are Definers 
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202, which may be used as synonyms that are linked to Definers 202. A Quantity 204 is 
a Definer 202 that represents a numerically measurable feature of a product, like an 
overall height, nominal voltage, maximum capacity, etc. Each Quantity 204 is related to 

exactly one Slltem 206 FIG. 14 shows how the KnowledgeBase concept 

structures are related to the glossary. It includes a use relation for association a Definer 
202 with one or more Concepts 170. It also includes a relationship for relating a 
specified Real Differentia 180 to a specific SlUnit(s) 208" (col. 16, lines 20-40). 
Therefore, A "Phrase" is a "Definer" and also a "Quantity" which has the relationship 
with other entities "Slltem, 206" and "Concept, 170" (Fig. 14). 

Applicant argues "The above feature of Claim 1 recites that the response includes content 

not just from any file, but from a file that is associated in the database with the first (normative) concept: 
In other words, among other elements, the above feature of Claim 1 comprises: (1) a file and a normative 
concept that are associated in the database of concepts and relationships, and (2) a response that 
includes contents of the file. In contrast, POVILUS does not describe any such feature. The Office Action 
equates the normative concept of Claim 1 with a "Definer" in POVILUS. Thus, in order to show the above 
feature of Claim 1 , the Office Action needs to show that a "Definer" is associated in the database with a 
file. However, nothing in POVILUS indicates that a "Definer" may be associated with any files in the 
database. As pointed out above, a "Definer" is used only to define and describe a characteristic of a 
product. Nothing in POVILUS even suggests that the database may store any information that indicates 
an association between a "Definer" and a file." Examiner respectfully disagrees with this 

contention. Povilus explicitly discloses "the computer may respond with the following 

three choices: highest (ultrapure) [Distillation Systems], low-density foam [Insulation], 

plastic ultralight foam, ultrasonic [Level Sensors]. These choices highlight the 
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integrated glossary function of the present invention, which is illustrated in FIG. 5. The 
portion of the listed choices in brackets represents the product realm in which the listed 
term(s) are utilized to describe product characteristics. Any word appearing in 
parenthesis is a Definer used to define the immediately preceding term. As described 
above, a 'Definer' is a Phrase that has a definition and a unique association to a node in 
the concept structure for a product realm" (col. 8, lines 15-30). Furthermore, the 
concept structure for a product realm is associated in the product database (col. 3, lines 
40-55). Therefore, the rejection basis dated 01/27/2005 for Claims 1,12, 22, 32 and 42 
is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-14, 16-24, 26-34, and 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Povilus (U.S. Patent 5,740,725) herein referred to as Povilus. 

Regarding on Claims 1,12, and 22, Povilus discloses a method of responding to 
a request for data about an enterprise (col. 3, lines 10-30), the method comprising the 
steps of: 
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storing a plurality of names for a single entity associated with the enterprise as a 
first plurality of corresponding concepts in a database of concepts and relationships 
among concepts (Fig 10-14), which database (product database) describes a plurality of 
entities (nodes) associated with the enterprise (data structure), wherein each name of 
the plurality of names is associated with a particular concept of the first plurality of 
corresponding concepts (col. 3, lines 10-55); 

designating a first concept (Phrase) of the first plurality of corresponding 
concepts as a normative concept (Definer) (col. 7, lines 10-25), 

wherein the normative concept (Quantity 204 is Definer 202) is used to relate the 
single entity (Concept 170 or Slltem 206) to other entities (Concepts 170 and Slltem 
206) of the enterprise (col. 16, lines 20-40, Fig. 14); 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of 
names, wherein the request does not include data indicating a first name corresponding 
to the first concept (Phrase) (col. 8, lines 5-20); and 

in response to receiving the request, sending a response including content of a 
file (search result) associated in the database (product database) with the first concept 
(Phrase) (col. 8, lines 5-65). 

Regarding on Claim 32, Povilus discloses a system for responding to a request 
for data about an enterprise, the system comprising: 
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a database (product database) of concepts and relationships among concepts 
describing a plurality of entities (nodes) associated with the enterprise (data structure) 
(col. 3, lines 3-30), and 

a processor configured to perform the steps: of storing a plurality of names for a 
single entity (node) associated with the enterprise as a first plurality of corresponding 
concepts in the database, wherein each name of the plurality of names is associated 
with a particular concept of the first plurality of corresponding concepts (Fig 10-14); 
indicating a first concept (Phrase) of the first plurality of corresponding concepts as a 
normative concept (Definer) (col. 7, lines 10-25); 

wherein the normative concept (Quantity 204 is Definer 202) is used to relate the 
single entity (Concept 170 or Slltem 206) to other entities (Concepts 170 and Slltem 
206) of the enterprise (col. 16, lines 20-40, Fig. 14); 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of 
names, wherein the request does not include data indicating a first name corresponding 
to the first concept (Phrase) (col. 8, lines 5-20); and 

in response to receiving the request, sending a response including content of a 
file (search result) that is associated in the database (product database) with the first 
concept (Phrase) (col. 8, lines 10-65). 

Regarding on Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 1,12, 22, and 32 above. Povilus further discloses: 
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storing in the database a first relationship of a first relationship type, the first 
relationship defined for the first concept and an alternative concept of the first plurality of 
corresponding concepts (col. 6, lines 10-50); and 

storing in the database a second relationship of a second relationship type 
between the first concept and a second concept not among the first plurality of 
corresponding concepts, wherein the second concept indicates the content included in 
the response (col. 6, lines 10-25). 

Regarding on Claim 3, 14, 24 and 34, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33 above. Povilus further discloses: 

the particular name corresponds to a particular alternative concept of the first 
plurality of corresponding concepts (col. 8, lines 15-35); and 

the database does not include a relationship defined for the second concept and 
the particular alternative concept (col. 7, lines 15-30, col. 14, lines 30-65). 

Regarding on Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 1,12, 22, and 32 above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the 
plurality of names include at least one of a synonym for the first name corresponding to 
the first concept, an acronym for the first name, and a translation of the first name into a 
different language than a language of the first name (col. 7, lines 5-30). 
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Regarding on Claims 6, 17, 27 and 37, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33 above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the first 
relationship includes an attribute indicating the alternative concept is one of a synonym 
for the first concept, an acronym for the first concept, and a translation into a different 
language than a language of the first name corresponding to the first concept (col. 7, 
lines 5-30). 

Regarding on Claims 7, 18, 28 and 38, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36 above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the 
plurality of names includes the synonym for the first name (col. 7, lines 1 0-30); and 
wherein the synonym for the first name includes a misspelling of the first name (col. 8, 
lines 25-60). 

Regarding on Claim 8, Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 5 
above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the plurality of names includes the synonym 
for the first name (col. 7,lines 10-30); and wherein a synonym for the first name 
comprises an acronym of the first concept or a translation into a different language than 
a language of a first name corresponding to the first concept (col. 7, lines 1-15). 

Regarding on Claim 9, 19, 29 and 39, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. Povilus further discloses, adding a name 
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to the plurality of names based on the data included in the request (col. 36, lines 5-25 
and col. 37, lines 15-55). 

Regarding on Claims 10, 20, 30 and 40, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the 
entities include at least one of a set of products of the enterprise, a set of services of the 
enterprise and a set of activities of the enterprise (col. 3, lines 10-35). 

Regarding on Claims 11, 21, 31 and 41, Povilus discloses the limitations as 
discussed in Claim 10, 20, 30 and 40 above. Povilus further discloses, wherein the set 
of activities of the enterprise include at least one of administration, research, marketing, 
joint ventures and documentation (col. 10, lines 25-40). 

Regarding on Claim 42, Povilus discloses a method of responding to a request 
for data about an enterprise using a data store that comprises a stored plurality of 
names for a single entity (node) associated with the enterprise (data structure) (col. 7, 
lines 10-30), 

a first plurality of corresponding concepts in a database of concepts and 
relationships among concepts (col. 6, lines 10-50), 

which database describes a plurality of entities (nodes) associated with the 
enterprise, and wherein a first concept (Phrase) of the first plurality of corresponding 
concepts is identified as a normative concept (Definer) (col. 7, lines 10-30), 
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wherein the normative concept (Quantity 204 is Definer 202) is used to relate the 
single entity (Concept 170 or SI Item 206) to other entities (Concepts 170 and Slltem 
206) of the enterprise (col. 16, lines 20-40, Fig. 14); 

the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: receiving a request 
including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of names, wherein the request 
does not include data indicating a first name corresponding to the first concept (col. 8, 
lines 5-20); and 

in response to receiving the request, sending a response including content from 
a file (search result) that is associated in the database (product database) with the first 
concept (Phrase) (col. 8, lines 15-45). 

Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rofrano (U.S. Patent 6,324,536 B1) discloses a system for collecting, 
categorizing and searching metadata about products which may be the subject of user- 
input inequality searches. Unique methods are provided for: generating image 
information at the user interface; inputting of the inequality search; conducting an 
inequality search based on the metadata in response to input at the user interface; and; 
displaying the search results appropriately. 
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Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bao Tran N. To whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8156. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 to.4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Bao Tran N. To 
Patent Examiner 
06/23/2005 
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